
Unhindered 
The Book of Acts 

Stephen: The Man, Message, and Martyr 
Acts 6:8-8:3 

• Introduction 
o Here in America, followers of Jesus really don’t think too much about the possibility of being killed for 

being a follower of Jesus. Yet is has been a reality since the start of the church. 
o Stephen’s narrative is a major turning point in book of Acts. It ends the series of three trials before the 

Sanhedrin. The first ended in a warning (4:21), the second in a flogging (5:40), and the third in 
Stephen’s killing. 

o It is the culmination of the witness to the Jews in Jerusalem and sets the stage for the continuation of 
Jesus’ commission in Acts 1:8. 

o What can we learn from Stephen the man, his message, and his martyrdom? 
• Godly character is the basis for courageous witness for Jesus, no matter the results. 

o Five inner qualities of Stephen that showed his godly character: 
 He was full of the Holy Spirit. 
 He was full of wisdom. 
 He was full of faith. 
 He was full of grace. 
 He was full of power. 

o He also had a divine demeanor. 
o Stephen’s witness teaches us four things: 
 When we bear witness for Jesus, we are speaking to hearts that are blinded and hard. 
 Religious people are often the most hardened in opposition to the message of Jesus. 
 We should prepare and expect opposition. 
 Miracles, logic, or wisdom are not enough to convert anybody, only God can do that. 

o We need to leave the results to God. 
• What do we learn from Stephen’s message? 

o Israel’s history reveals God’s sovereign, abundant grace. 
o Israel’s history reveals their own stubbornness and rebellious propensity to reject God’s grace. 
o Israel’s history reveals their pattern of limiting worship to a sacred place, rather than to a sacred Person, 

who made it all. 
o The application of Stephen’s message for us today: 
 We should rejoice in and proclaim God’s abundant mercy toward sinners. 
 We should guard against presuming on God’s grace by falling into a pattern of sin. 
 We should guard against going through the outward motions of worship, when our hearts are far from 

God. 
 We should imitate Stephen by being more concerned about bearing witness to the truth than about 

our own protection. 
• Stephen the martyr teaches us: 

o Because wicked men are enemies of God, those who speak out boldly for God and against evil will 
suffer. 

o Those who suffer for Jesus can be assured of His faithful presence and support in their suffering and 
His acceptance in heaven after death. 

o 1 Peter 4:19  
o When we suffer according to the will of God, we can entrust our souls to the faithful Creator and show 

His love to those who persecute us. 
 In death Stephen sees Jesus, calls upon Jesus, trusts Jesus, and imitates Jesus (asking for his 

enemies to be forgiven). 
o Jesus always uses the suffering of His saints for His greater purpose and glory. 
 Remember: 
• We are not indispensable in God’s work. This keeps us humble. 
• Jesus is mindful of our service and we will receive our reward whatever that service may be. 

• Conclusion 



o “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” In Carthage, North Africa, early church theologian 
Tertullian argued that persecution actually strengthens the church; as martyrs bravely die for the faith, 
onlookers convert. 

o Most of us will not be martyrs for our faith like Stephen. But we should all pray that we would have his 
character to be able to do so. 

o Most of us will not be martyrs for our faith like Stephen. But we should all pray that we would have the 
courage to boldly proclaim God’s message of grace no matter what. 

o Most of us will not be martyrs for our faith like Stephen. But may we be confident to know that we will 
see Jesus and crown “victorious” if we do. 


