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• Introduction 

o What is your response when people say to you, “The church is full of hypocrites!”? 
o We often tend to dismiss our own hypocrisy but are critical of others. 
o Jesus was tenderhearted most of the time…but not when it came to hypocrisy. 
 Matthew 23:1-36 

o Ananias and Sapphira challenge us to consider and take more seriously how God feels about 
our own hypocrisy. 
 “If God dealt with all hypocrites like He did with this couple, our churches would become 

morgues!” 
o In Acts 4 we saw attack on the church from the outside. In Acts 5 we experience that attack on 

the church from the inside. 
o Because we are all prone to hypocrisy, we should diligently pursue godly character instead. 

• We are all prone to hypocrisy. 
o Hypocrisy is serious. 
 Luke 12:1; Revelation 3:17 
 We need to understand hypocrisy from God’s perspective…He does not like it. 

o Hypocrisy affects more than just ourselves. 
 If Ananias and Sapphira could fall into hypocrisy, so could anybody else within the church. 
 There is always the danger for all of us of putting on the “spiritual mask” or playing the “stain-

glassed” masquerade. 
 Our hypocrisy can and does influence others around us. We do not live lives in a vacuum. 

o Hypocrisy is selfish. 
 Motive is everything with the sin of hypocrisy and the motive is self/self-love. 
 This is why it is hard with our families. They know us best. 

o Hypocrisy is short-sighted. 
 It focuses on group dynamics, not on personal reality with God. 
• It is easy to get caught up in the moment. This is why we need a daily quiet time with God. 

 It focuses on what people think not what God thinks. 
• Galatians 2:11–14 

 It focuses on this life and not on eternity. 
• When we lose sight of the eternal perspective, we are prone to hypocrisy. 
• Hebrews 4:12–13  

• We should pursue godly character instead of hypocrisy. 
o We must grow in the fulness of the Holy Spirit and faith. 
o We must grow in the ministry of encouragement. 
o We must grow in generosity. 
o We must grow in integrity. 

• Conclusion 
o Hypocrisy is a deadly sin that damages many that are contaminated by it. 
o We need to quit playing the religious game and get “right” with God. 
o We need to put ourselves in a position of accountability. 
o We need to let God speak to us and give Him what he deserves. 
o Psalm 51:1–17 


