
Graves Into Gardens - Easter 2021
1 Corinthians 15:1-8; John 20:19-23

● Introduction
o This Easter as we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, things are a lot different than they were last year.
o There were times when we felt like this would never end and while we are still not all the way through this,

we have seen that God has been faithful to us and to His church.
o The disciples are struggling with something very similar to what we have dealt with and the answer to their

struggles is the same for us and the world, the resurrected Christ.
o God is the only one who can turn “Graves into Gardens”.

● Grave of fear to the garden of peace.
o John 14:27

▪ “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Don’t let your heart
be troubled or fearful.

o John 16:33
▪ I have told you these things so that in me you may have peace. You will have suffering in this world.

Be courageous! I have conquered the world.”
o Romans 8:6

▪ Now the mindset of the flesh is death, but the mindset of the Spirit is life and peace.
o Philippians 4:6–7

▪ Don’t worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus.

● Grave of doubt to the garden of certainty.
o 1 Corinthians 15:1–7

▪ Now I want to make clear for you, brothers and sisters, the gospel I preached to you, which you received,
on which you have taken your stand and by which you are being saved, if you hold to the message I
preached to you—unless you believed in vain. For I passed on to you as most important what I also
received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on
the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. Then he
appeared to over five hundred brothers and sisters at one time; most of them are still alive, but some have
fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.

● Grave of “what to do next” to the garden of purpose.
o Matthew 22:37–39

▪ He said to him, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.”
This is the greatest and most important command. The second is like it: “Love your neighbor as yourself”.

o Acts 1:8
▪ But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be my witnesses in

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
o 1 Corinthians 10:31

▪ So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God.
● Grave of death to the garden of life.

o 1 Corinthians 15:51–57
▪ Listen, I am telling you a mystery: We will not all fall asleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the

twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible,
and we will be changed. For this corruptible body must be clothed with incorruptibility, and this mortal body
must be clothed with immortality. When this corruptible body is clothed with incorruptibility, and this mortal
body is clothed with immortality, then the saying that is written will take place: Death has been swallowed up
in victory., Where, death, is your victory? Where, death, is your sting? The sting of death is sin, and the
power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!

● Conclusion
o The resurrection is a testimony to the power and authority of Jesus.
o There are times in life when we feel like things are dead and dying. TODAY IS NOT ONE OF THOSE DAYS!!!!
o Jesus’ tomb was not a grave but a garden. It brings life and life eternal to all who believe.
o John 3:16

▪ For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
will not perish but have eternal life.


