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How to Receive God’s Forgiveness 
Acts 2:37-41 

 

• Introduction 
o Why do we need to be forgiven? Here are some wrong answers: 

▪ So that God will bless me. 
▪ So that I don’t have a guilty conscience. 
▪ So that I can improve my psychological wellbeing. 

o The reason we need forgiveness, is that we need it in order to be able to be with 
God. 

o How do we receive God’s forgiveness? 

• Forgiveness is a work of the Holy Spirit. 
o John 16:7–14  

• Forgiveness starts by hearing God’s word. 
o 1 Corinthians 1:21; Romans 10:14–15; Romans 10:17 

• Forgiveness continues with: 
o Confession 

▪ 1 John 1:9  
o Conviction 

▪ 2 Corinthians 7:9–10  

• Forgiveness says, “I am guilty, what do I need to do?” 
o Repent: Change of mind that leads to change of behavior. 
o Baptize: This is the outward expression of the new spiritual reality that has taken 

place. 
o Receive the Holy Spirit. 

• Conclusion 
o Ephesians 1:7; Romans 10:8–13  
o “Christ died that my sins might be forgiven. That is glorious. Christ died that I 

might be justified or counted perfectly righteous in the presence of the holy God. 
That is glorious — and that is not the ultimate goal of the cross. Christ died in 
order that his wrath might be removed. That is glorious — and that is not the 
ultimate goal of the gospel. Christ died that I might not go to hell. That is really 
good news — and that is not the ultimate goal of the gospel. This verse expresses 
the ultimate goal of the gospel. I will read it again: “Christ also suffered once for 
sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God” (1 Peter 
3:18). All those other things — forgiveness, justification, removal of wrath, escape 
from hell — are all means to getting to him.”  John Piper 

o 1 Peter 3:18  
o An unhindered gospel tells people hindered by sin how to come to God 

unhindered.  
o That is why you need forgiveness. 


