
Unhindered 
The Book of Acts 

Continuing What Jesus Began 
Acts 1:1-11 

• Introduction 
o Acts 28:30–31 
o The book of Acts provides for us an account of the birth of the church up through its first 3 decades. (ca. AD 

30-63) 
o The disciples were given responsibility to continue what Jesus began and birth a movement that would 

change the world. 
o They did not have means. They did not have political power. They did not have buildings, temples, or altars 

to point people too. 
o What they did have was a man (Jesus), a message (the Gospel), a mission (Matthew 28:18-20), and the 

Holy Spirit…and that was enough. 
o What we see in the book of Acts is the power of God unhindered in the people of God who begin the process 

of going into the world fulfilling and continuing what Jesus began.  

• Remember what He did. (1-3) 
o Luke writes Acts to continue the story from his gospel reminding Theophilus of the biography of Jesus that he 

already recorded. He also gives us more information about the 40 days after Jesus’ resurrection. 
o As we seek to continue what Jesus began, we need to remember always what Jesus did for us. 

▪ Luke 22:14-23; 1 Corinthians 11:17-25 

• Do what He says. (4-5) 
o Jesus commands the disciples to: 

▪ Wait: for the promised Holy Spirit. 
▪ Go: when the Holy Spirit baptizes them; learn, go, teach, live. 

o John 14:16–21 

• Focus on what He asks us to do. (6-7) 
o Jesus’ teachings on the Kingdom of God revived questions about the political goals of Israel. It was 

something they struggled with often: Jesus’ warning, one Christians have not paid attention to very well. 
o Trying to figure out God’s schedule is NOT what Jesus wants His disciples to be focused on. Ultimately, it is 

none of our business. 
o Romans 11:33–36  

• Be what He calls us to be. (8) 
o Empowered witnesses. 

▪ This empowerment to be witnesses is NOT limited to the disciples as we will see in our walk through Acts. 
▪ The empowerment is NOT restricted to just our own churches or “professional ministry”. 

o Scope of this witness is: 
▪ Local (2:42-8:3), Regional (8:4-12:24), National, Global. (12:25-28:31) 
▪ The scope is to be accomplished concurrently, not sequentially. 
▪ Every follower of Jesus should be a “world Christian”. We should be able to function in that role across the 

street or on the other side of the world.  

• Go in light of the promise. (9-11) 
o There are two things that should motivate us as followers of Jesus to be about God’s mission: 

▪ His command: Go 
▪ His promise: His return. 

• The angels inform the disciples that Jesus will return the way He left. 

• This is our hope! 

• This should be our urgency! 

• Romans 13:11  

• Conclusion 
o The are many who wonder why Jesus had to go back to heaven. Why didn’t He just stay with the disciples? 

Why was His exit essential for the Holy Spirit’s entrance? 
▪ It fits God’s purposes and that is reason enough. 
▪ The second coming has no appeal for people who do not know Jesus, only those that do. 
▪ Jesus is in heaven sitting at His Father’s right-hand functioning as our priest. 
▪ Since Jesus is in heaven, we must live by faith and turn our vision, mission, and purpose, upward, 

outward, and forward. 
o That is how we continue what Jesus began. 


