
Vision 2021 
Re________ 

Matthew 9:14-17 

• Introduction 
o It would be an understatement to say that 2020 was a challenging year for us individually and as a church. 
o As we look to 2021, we are still going to be dealing with the challenges of 2020 AND the opportunities that 

God has laid before us in 2021 and beyond. 
o Jesus is not unfamiliar with dealing with these kinds of realities. 

• Rethink 
o John the Baptist’s followers along with the Pharisees had a standard regimen of fasting that went far beyond 

the requirements of the Old Testament. 
o Those who fell short of their standard, like the followers of Jesus, felt they were less committed and less 

devout. 
o Jesus’ response is that it was inappropriate for them to fast because He was with them. 
o This along with the two “mini parables” that Jesus gives are Jesus’ way of establishing that they needed to 

rethink what they knew and what they believed because Jesus was ushering in something new. 
o As we move forward in 2021 there are things we don’t need to rethink: 

▪ The Man: Jesus 

• Hebrews 13:8 
▪ The Message: Gospel 

• John 3:16  
▪ The Mission: The Great Commission 

• Matthew 28:18–20 
o As we move into 2021, we DO need to rethink: 

▪ Our methodologies: How we do church and accomplish our mission. 
▪ Our mindset: A willingness to embrace and do our part with change that has taken place. 

• Who likes change? NOBODY! What is a constant that we must deal with all the time? CHANGE! 

• Retool 
o Jesus gives illustrations of new garment on old, and new wine in old wineskins to help make His point. 
o Jesus is saying to the followers of John that something new and unusual is happening. A new era is dawning, 

the old methods do not apply. 
o His new wine of the new covenant was too vibrant and potent to be placed in an old wineskin that is rigid and 

inflexible. 
o Jesus indicated that pharisaical Israel will not be able to handle Jesus’ truth. Israel was too rigid and 

unresponsive to carry his message to the world. God would use the church to accomplish that goal. 
o Matthew 16:16–18 
o As we move into 2021, we as a church are having to retool to accomplish our mission. 

▪ “Phygital” 

• The church needs to become a physical place and a digital place. 
o Some examples: Church Community Builder, RightNow Media, Ramsey Solutions, and Facebook. 

• All 6 purposes of the church need to have a physical and digital presence. 

• This will create new opportunities to accomplish our mission: 
o Our mission is to intentionally invite people to know Jesus, inspire people to grow in Jesus, and 

incarnate Jesus in the church, community, and the world. 

• The challenge is to be both physical and digital missionaries. 

• Reengage 
o Jesus is telling John’s followers that because Israel was rigid and unresponsive to the new covenant that 

Jesus was bringing. The church was going to have to be how God would reengage with all of humanity 
because the Gospel is for all people. 

o As we move into 2021, we are going to have to gradually return to the physical side.  
▪ All the physical stuff that helps us to accomplish our mission. 

• Conclusion 
o 2020 is over but 2021 will have its own challenges that we will need to face together.  
o What we cannot do is look to go back to “normal” or the “new normal”. We now live in a new reality. But that’s 

ok!!! 
o Ephesians 3:20–21 


